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In the Claim s: 



Please amend claims 4, 10. 23, 29. 35, 49. and 53-55. The claims are as foUows: 

1. (Canceled) 

2. (Previously presented) The system of claim 4, wherein the dataset is a non-SAP-fomialted 
datasct. 

3. (Previously picsenlcd) The system of claim 4, whencin the dataset is a SAP-fonnatted datasct. 

4. (Currently amended) A system r.r>mprisiniraDroce..<^nrHnd rompnmrrcadahlp memory unit 

fr. i]^^. pmro....n r. said m nnr>rvi,nU cnntaining in.slmrltoiis ihM when QXPCUtcd hy.thc 
j^5g»f^mpl^m»i>t a method for generating a report by a reporting tool of a SAP business 
information system using data included within an Aspect file, said system mctLod comprising 
pxccutinp a non-SAP bridge program - adaiil u J to feciia - ate , snid OXecutins including; 

generating the Asixx^t file tlirough use of data derived from a dataset^ aid gencratinR 
mm r Urt nfri-''- ^r*--- . '-"^ ^^P^-* '^^^^^'^'^ ^^^'"'^"^ information 

^»lyT.nn.nn. c. ihc SAP bu-si ncsa informa lion svstcmj. s fnnr,(ioninp within a second 
npcratm g system tliat fH%r« ^^^^ f'^s^ operating system; 

r/, nvc^ning the A^r>^^ f,u iof^ X '^' ^P i.s Tcadahlc by the SAP ba^nQS-? 

infnn naMon syste nii and ttrtransmit 
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iransmitting the Aspect lemc file to the SAP business information system, wherein Uic 
SAP business information system comprises an SAP Executive Information System (BIS). 

5. (Canceled). 

C. O?roviously presented) The system of claim 10, wherein the bridge program is i^rthec adapted 
to cause the rollup records in tlie generated Aspect file to be sorted witli respect to the keygroup. 

7. (Previously presented) The system of claim 10, wherein the datasct is a non-SAl'^formatted 

dataset. 

8. (Previously presented) 'Ilic system of claim 1 0, wherein the dataset is a SAP-fomiattcd dataset. 

9. (Previously presented) The sysleiu of claim 1 0, wherein the bridge program is further adapted 
10 generate a trace file that includes a representative rollup keyvalue of the keygroup and a 
pointer that points to a portion of the dataset, said portion being correlated with the representative 
rollup keyvalue. 

10. (Cuircnily amended) A system for generating a report by a reporting tool of a SAP business 
information system using data included within an Aspect file having rollup records, said system 
comprising a non-SAP bridge program adapted to generate the Aspect file Uirough use of data 
derived frtim a dataset and to transmit the Aspect file to the SAP business information system, 
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said dataset having a kcygroup, wherein to generate the Aspect file includes to roll up a portion 
Of the datnset with respect to ti« keygroup, wherein each lollup record has a roUup field and a 
qunnlily Md. wherein the rollup field stores a «)llup keyvalue of the keygroup. «d whcr-ein the 
qiiantily field stores the number of dataset records that have the same rollup keyvalue, jtein 

^^^y^ ,,1,,,^ , , . „piq„.m1hinkcwalue. and whcicin the SAP bu.sincss information 

system comprises a SA? Executive Information System (ETS). 

1 1 . (Previously presented) The system of claim 10, wherein the bridge program is further adaptal 
to identify select rcconJs of the dataset in accordance with at least one scleoUon rule applied to 
the dataset, and wherein the portion of the dataset includes the select records so identified. 

12- (Original) The system of claim 1 1, wherein to identify the select records includes to accept as 
input a first date and a second date, wherein the first date is earlier than ihc second date, and 
wherein the selection rules do not permit identifying as a select record any record of the dataset 
having an effective date that is earlier than the first dtilo or later than the second date. 

13. (Previously presented) The system of claim 10, wherein the dataset is selected ftom the group 
consisting of a table, a spreadsheet, and a combination thereof. 

14. (Previously presented) The system of claim 10, wherein the report relates to procurement 
data, and wherein the rollup records include the procurement data. 
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15. (Original) The system of claim U. wherein ihc procurement data is selected from the group 
consisting ofpuitthase order data, invoice data, and a combination thereof. 

16. (Canceled) 

17. (Previously presented) Tlie system of claim 23, wherein a first dataset of the M datascts is a 
non-SAP-formalted ilatasct. 

18. (Previously presented) The syslcm of claim 23, wherein a first dataset of the N datascts is a 
SAP-formatted dataset. 

19. O^reviously presented) Tlie system of claim 23, wherein a first dataset of die N datascts and a 
second dataset of the N datascts have differait formats. 

20. (Previously presented) The system of claim 23, wherein the datasets D,. D^, .... have 
formats T,. F„ .... F,. respectively, wherein tlio at least one bridge program comprises N bridge 

proerams P„ P. Ph respectively keyed to the formats F„ F,. for respectively generating 

the Aspect files Ai, A2, Am- 

21 . (Previously presented) The system of claim 23. wherein the datasets D„ Dj, have 
formats F„ F„ F^, respectively, and wherein the at least one bridge progitim consist.? of one 
bridge program having logical paths L^, U, 1^ respectively keyed to the formats F„ F,. r« 
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for respectively generating the Aspect files A„ Aj, .... A^. 

22. (Previously presented) The system of claim 23, wherein the selection rules are the same for 
eachoflhcNdatflscts. 

23 . (Currently amended) A system for genemting a report by a reporting tool of a S AP business 
information system using and combining data included within N Aspect files A„ Aj, .... A^ 
respectively having roUup records [R], [R],. [RIk . said N at least 2. said system comprising 
at least one non-SA? bridge program adapted to respectively generate the N Aspect files through 
use of data derived from select records [Sl„ [S]^, [S]^ of N datascts D„ Dj. D^, 
respectively, and to transmit the N Aspect files to the SAP business information system, said 
select recoixls [S]„ [S],, [S]« having a common kcygroup, wherein to generate the N Aspect 
files oimprises, for I = 1 , 2 and N: 

to identify the select records [S], in accordance with selection rules applied to D,; and 
to roll up the select records [S], with respect to the common kcygroup, wherein the roUup 
records [R]; corresponding to [S], have a rollup field and a quantity field, wherein the roUup field 
stores a rollup kcyvalue of the select records [S]„ wherein the quantity field stores the munber of 
select records of [8]^ that have the same rollup keyvaluc, wh erejn each rollup . record [Rl, has a 
Jiate «>mip_keyvalue. and wherein the SAP business infonnation system comprises a SAP 
Executive Information System (EIS). 

2A . (Previously presented) The system of claun 23, wherein the report relates to procurement 
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data, aad whciein the roUup records [R]^, [RL. ... [RJn include the procurement data. 

25. (Otifiinnl) The system of claim 24. wherein the procurement data is selected from Uic group 
consisluig of purcliaso order data, invoice data, and a coinbination thereof. 

26. (Canceled) 

27. (Prcvioasly presented) Ihe method of claim 29. wherein the dataset is a non-SAP -formatted 
dataset. 

28. (Prcviou-sly presented) The method of claim 29. wherein the dataset is a SAP-fon«atted 
dalasct. 

29. (Currently amended) A method for gcncralinfi a report by a reporting tool of a SAP business 
infomiation system using data induded within m Aspect file, said method comprising executing 
a non-SAP bridge program, said executing uichiding: 

generating the Aspccl file through use of data derived from a datasct^^aidjicneritlinfi 
:m^firli>P'^--«>i»r ^y^^^m. said Asoeot f.1e m readable by iji^MPiHisin^Uni^ 

^»iY w»ii.e tho, S AP busi^n..; information svst«^n is fiinctioning witblna.^nd 
»]^iiinp system that d iff^i"! from the first operating systgnl 

info rm.ntion sys tem: and 
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transmuting the lemp. Ale to the SAP business information system, wherein tlio 

SAP business in formation system comprises an SAP Executive Information System (EIS). 

30. (Canceled) 

3 1 . (Previously presented) '^\^o method of claim 35. wherein generating the Aspect file includes 
causing the roUup records in the genemted Aspect file to be sorted widi respect to the keygroup. 

32. (Previously presented) The method of claim 35, wherein the datasel is a non-SAP-fomiatted 
dntasct. 

33. (Previously presented) The method of claim 35, wherein the datasct is a SAP-fonnatted 

c1 ataset* 

34. (Previously presented) The method of claim 35, further comprising generating a trace file that 
includes a representative roUup keyvaluc of the keygfoup and a pointer that points to a portion of 
the datasct, said portion being correlated with the representative rollup keyvaluc. 

35. (Currently amended) A method for generating a report by a reporting tool of a SAP busuiess 
infonnation system using data included within an Aspect filehaving ix>mip records, said method 

comprising: 

providing a datasct having a keygroup; and 
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executing a non-SA? bridge program, including generating the Aspect file, said 
generating comprising rolling up a poUion of tlte dataset with i^^pect to the keygroup, wherein 
each roilup record has a rollup field and a quanUty field, wherein the rollup field stores a rollup 
kcyvaluc ofthe keygroup, and wherein the quantity field stores the number of dataset records that 
have the same rollup keyvaluo, whrrrin each mll^p record y,a,Am^^IsmL^}^i^ 
wherein the SAP business infonriation system comprises a SAP Executive Information System 

(EIS). 

36. (Previously presented) The method of claim 35. furlher eoxriprising identifying select records 
ofthe dataset in accordance with at least one selection rule applied to the dataset, said portion of 
the dataset including the select records so identified. 

37. (Original) The method of claim 36, said identifying including accepting as inpi^t a first date 
and a second date, said first date earlier than said second date, said selection rules not permitting 
said identifying to identity as a select record any record ofthe datasctbaving an elVcetive date 
that is earlier than the first date or later than the second date. 

38. (Previously presented) The method of claim 35, wherein the dataset is selected from the 
group consisting of a table, a spreadsheet, and a combination thereof. 

39. (Previously presented) The method of claim 35. wherein tl.e «port relates to proairement 
data, and wherein the rollup records include the procurement data. 
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40. (Original) The method of claim 39, wherein the procurement data is selected from the group 
consisting of purchase order data, iuvoicc data, and a combination Hiercof. 

41 , a^reviously presented) The method of claim 35, further comprising: 

transmitting the Aspect file lo die SAP business information system where the Aspect file 
becomes a Temp file having the roll up records; 

making a query to sum over the quantity field for a subset of the rollup records of the 
Temp flic, wherein the subset is determined by the queiy, and wherein the query is adapted to 
being executed by a SAP module in the SAP computing envhonmcnt; and 

executing the quci-y by the SAP module including returning a result of the query. 

42. (Canceled) 

43. (Previously presented) The method of claim 49, wherein a first dataset of tlie N datasels is a 
non-SAP-formattcd dataset. 

44. (l'reviou..ly presented) The method of claim 49, wherein a first dataset of Uie N datasets i.. a 
SAP-formatted dataset. 

45. (Previously presented) The method of claim 49. wherein a first dataset of the N datasets and a 
second dataset of the N datasets have different formats. 
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46. (Prcviovisly presei^ted) Tho method of claim 49. wtoiii the datascts D„ D„ .... Dk have 

fomials F„ F, F„ respectively, wherein the at least one bridge program comprises N bridge 

programs P„ P. rcpeclively keyed to the formats F,. F, F, for respectively generating 

the Aspect files A„ Ai, A-H- 

47. (Previously presented) The method of claim 49, wherein the datasets D., D, have 

formats F„ V„ F,, respectively, and wherein the at least one bridge program consists of one 

bridge program having logical paths U, L, T.^ respectively keyed to the formats F„ V, F, 

for respectively generating the Aspect files A,. Aj, .... A^,. 

48. (Previonsly presented) The method of claim 49. wherein Uie selection rules are the satrxe for 
(MChofllicN datascts. 

49. (Carrently amended) A method for generating a report by a reporting tool of a SAP business 
inlbrmalion system using and combining data included within N Aspect files A,. A„ A„ 
respectively having rollup records [R], [R]„ ... m.> s^id N at least 2. said method comprising 

providintjN datascts D„D^ .... D« having a common keygroup, and for 1-1,2 andN 

executing a non-SAP bridge program, including: 

identifying select records [S], of tlie dataset D, said identifying in accordance with 

selection rules applied to Dji and 

rolling up the select records [S], with respect to the common keygroup, wherein the rollup 
records [R], corresponding to [S], have a rollup field and a quantity field, wherein the roUup field 
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stores a rollup koyvaluc of tl.e select i^rds [S], wherein the quantity field stores the nm^iber of 
select records of [S]; that have the same roUup keyvaluc, wherrin gftch rollup re corilEjaiMa 
animicnjlUJIlkMlafi. ^AP husincss infomtation system comprises a SAP 

Executive luformation System (EIS). 

50. (Previoa^ly presented) The method of claim 49. wherein Uie report relates to procurcmait 
data, and wherein the rollup records [R]„ [R],. [R]m include the procurement data. 

51 . (Original) Tho method of ekim 50, wherein the procurement data is seleete<l from the group 
consisting of purchase order data, invoice data, and a combination thereof. 

52. (l'reviou.sly presented) The method of claim 49, further comprising: 

tnuismitting tlie Aspect file \ to the SAP business infonnaHon system where the Aspect 
file Ai becomes a Temp file T, having the rollup records [R], for I = 1 , 2, and N; 

making a query to sum over the quantity field for a subset of ti.e rollup records of the N 
Te,np files in composite, wherein the subset is detemiined by the query, and wherein the queiy is 
adapted to being executed by a SAP module in the SAP computing environment; and 

executing the query by the SAP module including returning a result of the query. 

53. iOxnoiMy amended) A computer program product, comprising a computer usable medium 
having ft computer readable program code embodied therein snid co mputer rcada jtolOSim 
codeeompjMn.£anjle0^^ for generatii^g a report by a 
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reporting tool of a SAP business infomation syslcm using data included witlm an Aspect file, 
said prognntrcoee method comprising c^^£ a noa-S Al> bridge prOfii-am „J„,l^ U .-.a.lc. 

gencmling the Aspect file througji u.se of data derived from a datasct , said Be^XPrnti ng 

usinaaMoeertomtcm.5miA^^ 

^m-milxjimi:: - «"fi>"^"'^0" ^^'^"^ f-nt^tioning within a . '^e concl 

^Y't'^^ '^^^ '^'f fcrs f rom the fir st opfiratinp ; system; 
^.^.^ jy... A. pc>.at me in to a Temp file that js jeadabl g by thf, AP husinc5;<^ 

Tj ^form ation svs lcmi and to-tnmsmit 

LransmillbJg the Aspect Tcm file to the SAP business information syslcm, whereiti the 
SAP business information system comprises an SAP Executive hiformation System (BIS). 

54. (Currently amended) A computer program product, comprising a computer usable medium 
having a computer readable program code embodied therein for generating a report by a reporting 
tool of a SAP business information system using data included within an Aspect file having 
rollup records, said program code comprising a non-S AP bridge pi-ogram adapted to generate tl.e 
Aspect file through use of data derived from a dalaset and to transmit the Aspect file to the SAP 
business infonT^ation system, said dataset having a keygroup, wherein to generate the Aspect file 
includes to roll up a portion of the dataset witl. respect to the keygroup, wherein each rollup 
record has a rollup field and a quantity field, wherein the rollup field stores a roUup keyvaluc of 
the keygroup, wherein the quantity field stores the number of dataset records that have the same 
rollup keyvaluc, jvhcreineackJ2Llluare^^ ^"'^ ^l^'^"^^'^ 
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bi^lncss infoL-mation system comprises an SAP Kxecutive Information System (EIS). 

55. (Currently amended) A computer program product, comprising a computer usable medimn 
having a computer readable program code embodied therein for generaling a report by a reporting 
tool of a SAP business infomiation system using and combining data included within N Aspect 
files A„ A„ .... Ah respectively having roUup records [R]„ [R]. [R]n . said N at least 2, said 
progroan code comprising ut least one non-SAP bridge program adapted to respectively generate 

the N Aspect files through asc of data derived from select records [S],, [Sh [S]n of N dalascts 

D„ D, n,, respectively, and to transmit IheN Aspect files to the SAP business infonnation 

system, said select records [S], [S], [S], having a common keygroup, wherein to generate 

the N Aspect files comprises, for I = 1, 2. ..„ and N: 

to identify the select records [8]^ in accordance with selection rules applied to D,; and 
to roll up the select records [S], with respect to the common keygronp. wherein the rollup 
records [R], corresponding to [S], have a rollup field and a quantity field, wherein the rollup field 
stores a rollup keyvalue of the select records [S]„ wherein the quantity field stor-es the mmibcr of 
select rccoTxls of [S], that have the same rollup keyvalue. sdieim. C ^r ^ i-pllup feeo^xl .[Bl^ 
nni^n. rnlln pkewalu e, and wherein the SAP business information system comprises an SAP 
Exccuiive Information System (EIS). 
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